Fingerstick felons.
Blood drawing through the fingerstick technique is growing in popularity. Generally considered harmless, it is widely used both in hospitals and at home for monitoring blood glucose concentrations. We report 2 cases of hand infections requiring surgery that resulted from fingerstick blood glucose concentration determinations in immunosuppressed patients. This potentially serious side effect of using the fingerstick technique may be minimized by drawing the blood from the volar forearm or from other areas of the body.